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    Due to the length of the sentences in 

newspapers, we can not understand much of 

the information…Some TV news does have sign 

language interpreters. But the sign language 

interpreter's frame is placed in the corner of 

the screen. It is small and blurry, so it is hard 

for deaf and hard of hearing people to see6. 

        There was a case of a deaf person 

receiving a paper invitation for the second 

vaccine dose. He thought he needed to take 

two shots at once. So, after receiving the 

first dose, he rested for a while before 

returning to receive the second dose. 

Fortunately, it turned out he was fine after 

the immunization. Following that, some 

other PwDs attempted to find ways to get 

the two or three doses at the same time7. 

 

People often get a text or an invitation letter 

to go get vaccinated, but I do not. Those who 

frequently go out, in my opinion, should get 

vaccinated. Because I am bedridden, I do not 

need a vaccine, which can help reduce 

vaccine waste for the government8. 



 

 

 

   I am really sad because even my family 

does not think vaccination is important 

for me. When I mention getting 

vaccinated, they say I am afraid of death 

or something along those lines. Why they 

do not help me by asking the medics or 

staff at our local vaccination site to know 

whether my poor health qualifies for 

vaccination... Some of my disabled peers 

have similar stories to mine9… 
 

 

      OPDs have many opportunities to 

contribute to the policy for PwDs. In Ha Nam 

province, right from the start of the epidemic, 

the OPDs did carry out communication 

activities to educate our members about the 

epidemic. But after national vaccine-related 

information being widely distributed in the 

media, the information disseminated by the 

OPDs in our locality was in decline11. 

    Nondisabled people can reach out to 

Ward’s Health Station for COVID-19 

treatment instructions, but deaf people do 

not know whom to contact. There was a 

situation in which a few F0 deaf people, 

through a sign language interpreter, 

approached me asking for help. I then 

contacted a Facebook group of doctors who 

provide online counseling to those having 

COVID-19. This illustrates how challenging it 

is for hard-of-hearing people to handle 

COVID-19 in an emergency and how 

desperately they require assistance from the 

OPDs12. 
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